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Abstract 

purpose: The topic of this article is the predictive role of media literacy and critical 

thinking on the incidence of cyber victimization. The purpose of this research is to 

investigate the effect of media literacy and critical thinking on the incidence of 

victimization in undergraduate students of Payam Noor University, Isfahan. This 

research is applied in terms of purpose and correlational in terms of descriptive nature. 

Research method: The statistical population of the research includes all undergraduate 

students of Payam Noor University of Isfahan who were studying in the academic year 

of 1400-1401. 400 of them were selected as a sample, the sampling was done in an 

accessible form and through the publication of the link to answer the questionnaires in 

the virtual space. Data were collected using two standard media literacy questionnaires 

(Philosophical 2013) and Ritex critical thinking (2005) as well as the standard bullying-

victim questionnaire (Lopez 1997) and their content validity was also confirmed. 

Findings: The findings showed that there is a positive and significant relationship 

between understanding the content of media messages and cyber victimization. Also, 

there is a positive relationship between the awareness of the hidden goals of media 

messages and cyber victimization, and between a critical view of media messages and 
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cyber victimization, as well as between the analysis of media messages and cyber 

victimization. There is meaningful.  

Results: In the present study, although the overall level of media and information 

literacy of the students was average and relatively favorable; But the students need more 

efforts and training courses in this regard, which can be done according to the results of 

this research in order to prevent and reduce the incidence of victimization in the 

cyberspace and to raise the level of critical thinking of students, than holding media 

literacy training workshops.  

Keywords: media literacy, critical thinking, cyber victimization, students of Payam 

Noor University, Isfahan province. 
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