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Abstract

this study examines the phenomenon of narrative warfare in media, focusing on a
comparative analysis of how the Resistance Axis is represented across Iranian,
Western, and Israeli media platforms. The central question of the research is: How is
the Resistance Axis portrayed in Iranian, Western, Arab, and Zionist media? The
hypothesis suggests that Iranian media frame the Resistance Axis as a legitimate and
defensive front against foreign threats, whereas Western and Israeli media portray it
as a danger to global and regional security. Employing content analysis
methodology, the study draws on reports, articles, and commentaries from Iranian,
Western, and Israeli media sources. The findings reveal that Iranian media depict the
Resistance Axis as a symbol of legitimate defense and resistance against global
hegemony, while Western and Israeli outlets frame it as a destabilizing and
threatening force. These opposing narratives underscore the presence of narrative
warfare and its impact on international politics.
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Introduction

In the modern media ecosystem, narrative framing has become a powerful tool in
shaping public opinion, legitimizing state policies, and influencing international
perception. The Resistance Axis—a coalition of political and military groups
supported by Iran, including Hezbollah, Hamas, and Ansarullah—has emerged as a
key focal point in Middle Eastern geopolitics. While Iranian state media portray the
Resistance Axis as a legitimate and moral response to foreign aggression, Western
and lIsraeli outlets consistently frame it as a threat to regional and global security.
This duality reflects a broader phenomenon often referred to as "narrative warfare,”
in which competing actors construct contrasting representations of the same events
or entities to advance their strategic interests. Narrative warfare, particularly in the
context of Middle East conflicts, is not limited to physical confrontations. Rather, it
involves symbolic and communicative struggles over meaning, legitimacy, and
authority. Given the centrality of media in these processes, analyzing how various
media actors represent the Resistance Axis can shed light on deeper ideological
contests between state and non-state actors in the region. This study aims to fill the
gap in comparative media analysis by systematically examining the framing patterns
across different geopolitical and ideological media landscapes.

Materials and Methods

This study adopts a qualitative content analysis methodology to explore the
discursive construction of the Resistance Axis in lIranian, Western, and Israeli
media. The research sample consists of 20 strategically selected news reports,
analyses, and feature articles published between 2023 and 2024. These texts were
drawn from state-affiliated Iranian outlets such as IRNA, Kayhan, and Tasnim;
prominent Western media such as BBC, Reuters, and The New York Times; and
leading Israeli media including Haaretz and Yedioth Ahronoth. The sampling
method was purposive, focusing on texts that directly address the Resistance Axis or
its key members (e.g., Hezbollah, Hamas, Ansarullah). Each text was subjected to
three levels of coding—open, axial, and selective—to extract patterns related to
narrative themes, value judgments, emotional tone, and ideological framing.
Categories such as "legitimacy,” " moral justification," and
"regional stability" were used to compare the discourses. The analysis aimed to
identify both explicit frames (e.g., language describing military actions) and implicit
assumptions (e.g., notions of sovereignty, resistance, and terrorism).

security threat,
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Discussion & Result

The findings reveal sharp contrasts in the way the Resistance Axis is framed across
different media domains. Iranian media consistently construct the Resistance Axis as
a symbol of righteous struggle against Western imperialism and Zionist aggression.
These narratives emphasize values such as sovereignty, sacrifice, anti-colonial
resistance, and Islamic unity. Reports from outlets like IRNA and Kayhan portray
Hezbollah and Hamas as defenders of oppressed populations, using emotionally
resonant language and religious references to reinforce the moral superiority of the
Axis. The narrative is tightly linked with Iran’s regional foreign policy, positioning
the country as the ideological and logistical center of anti-hegemonic resistance. In
contrast, Western and Israeli media adopt a markedly securitized and delegitimizing
discourse. The New York Times, BBC, and Haaretz frequently describe the
Resistance Axis using terms such as “terrorist groups,” “Iranian proxies,” and
“regional destabilizers.” These outlets emphasize rocket attacks, anti-Israel rhetoric,
and the alleged manipulation of sectarian divides. The Resistance Axis is portrayed
not as a popular movement, but as an instrument of Iranian expansionism and a
direct threat to the peace and stability of the Middle East. Israeli media, in particular,
amplify existential fears by framing groups like Hezbollah as existential threats to
Israeli survival. Emotional appeals center around civilian casualties, border
insecurity, and military escalation. Interestingly, the study found that Western media
narratives often omit the broader context of occupation, blockade, or systemic
inequalities, which are central to the Iranian portrayal. Conversely, Iranian media
rarely acknowledge the civilian impact of Resistance Axis operations or internal
criticisms of Iran’s regional policies. This selective framing on all sides contributes
to a polarized information environment in which audiences are exposed only to
narratives that align with their political identities. From a theoretical perspective,
these dynamics confirm Michel Foucault’s concept of discourse as a vehicle for
power and knowledge. Media narratives do not merely report reality; they produce
reality by organizing perception and legitimizing certain worldviews. The study also
resonates with Goffman’s framing theory, as it illustrates how strategic selection and
emphasis in reporting can direct public interpretation toward desired conclusions.

Conclusion
This research demonstrates that the representation of the Resistance Axis in media is
a site of intense narrative conflict. The Iranian, Western, and Israeli media each
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construct distinct and often contradictory portrayals, driven by ideological
orientations and strategic interests. For Iranian media, the Resistance Axis serves as
an extension of national identity and anti-imperialist defiance. For Western and
Israeli media, it represents a security threat that must be contained or neutralized.
These divergent narratives are not simply academic debates—they influence
diplomatic relations, public attitudes, and even conflict trajectories. The study
underscores the urgent need for critical media literacy among global audiences.
Understanding how narratives are constructed, why certain frames are emphasized,
and what is omitted, is essential for navigating the complex realities of geopolitical
conflict. Moreover, media producers must recognize their ethical responsibility in
avoiding dehumanization and promoting balanced reporting, particularly in regions
fraught with prolonged violence. Ultimately, narrative warfare is not merely about
telling stories—it is about shaping worldviews, identities, and political actions. The
Resistance Axis, as portrayed in competing narratives, is both a military entity and a
symbol. How it is framed can either escalate conflict or open the possibility for
dialogue. Thus, engaging with media narratives critically is a vital step toward more
informed and potentially reconciliatory international discourse.
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