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U.S., world powers reach historic deal with Iran (Foreign Policy) 
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The United States and five other world powers have reached a deal with Iran that 

would place strict limits on Tehran’s nuclear program in return for ending sanctions on 

its economy, the culmination of years of delicate diplomacy pursued by President Barack 

Obama despite warnings the agreement could strengthen Iran’s Islamistregime and leave 

it dangerously close to a nuclear bomb.  
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The historic accord, reached by Secretary of State John Kerry andhis international 

counterpartsin Vienna on Tuesday after 18 days of intense negotiations, now faces 

review from a hostile Republican-led Congress, opposition from every GOP presidential 
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candidate, from Israel’s government and from Sunni Arab monarchs. The deal’s long 

and complex implementation process also leaves it vulnerable to unraveling.  
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& faces review from a hostile Republican-led Congress, opposition from every GOP 

presidential candidate, from Israel’s government and from Sunni Arab monarchs. 
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Speaking from the White House Tuesday morning, Obama called the deal a victory 

for diplomacy that would prevent a nuclear arms race in the Middle East and avert a 

possible conflict with Iran.  

“No deal means a greater chance of more war in the Middle East,” Obama said. He 

reaffirmed America’s commitment to Israel’s security and Gulf Arab states like Saudi 

Arabia, while adding that the U.S. is “open to engagement on the basis of mutual 

interests and mutual respect.”  
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DEAL NOW SET TO BE REVIEWED BY SKEPTICAL CONGRESS 

The U.S. Congress will begin its scrutiny of the international nuclear agreement with 

Iran amid heavy skepticism among Republicans, many of whom said in advance that 

they’re prepared to reject a deal that’s weak and gives too much leeway to Tehran. Under 
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legislation passed in May, Congress will have 60 days for public debate and hearings by 

as many as eight Senate and House committees. Lawmakers then could vote on a joint 

resolution to approve or reject the nuclear deal, though they also may not act at all. The 

Iran deal is “going to be a hard sell” in Congress, Senate Majority Leader Mitch 

McConnell said on “Fox News Sunday.” He said President Barack Obama “knows that 

the resolution of disapproval is likely to be introduced, is very likely to pass and very 

likely to get over 60 votes.”” 
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Netanyahu blasts Iran deal as terrorist 'bonanza' 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu wasted little time denouncing the nuclear 

deal with Iran on Tuesday, deeming it a “historic mistake” with far-reaching 

repercussions for the entire planet.  
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“The world is a much more dangerous place today than it was yesterday,” Netanyahu 

said in a statement to reporters. “The leading international powers have bet our collective 

future on a deal with a formal sponsor of international terrorism. They’ve gambled that 

in 10 years’ time, Iran’s terrorist regime will change, while removing any incentive for it 

to do so. In fact, the deal gives Iran every incentive not to change.”  
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 “In the coming decade, the deal will reward Iran, the terrorist regime in Tehran, with 

hundreds of billions of dollars. This cash bonanza will fuel Iran’s terrorism worldwide, 

its aggression in the region, and its efforts to destroy Israel, which are ongoing,” 

Netanyahu added.  

Earlier Tuesday, Netanyahu called the agreement a “historic mistake.”  
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 “Far-reaching concessions have been made in all areas that were supposed to 

prevent Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons capability. In addition, Iran will receive 

hundreds of billions of dollars with which it can fuel its terror machine and its expansion 

and aggression throughout the Middle East and across the globe,” he said. “One cannot 

prevent an agreement when the negotiators are willing to make more and more 

concessions to those who, even during the talks, keep chanting: ‘Death to America.’”  
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The United States and five other world powersreached the deal early Tuesday after 

18 days of final negotiations in Vienna.  
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The desire to sign an agreement, Netanyahu said, was “stronger than anything.”  

“We did commit to preventing Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons, and this 

commitment still stands,” he said, urging Israeli leaders to “put petty politics aside and 

unite behind this most fateful issue to the future and security of the State of Israel.” 
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